
The word ‘Tenebrae’ is
Latin for shadows.
The purpose of the
Tenebrae service is to
recreate the betrayal,
abandonment, and
agony of the events of
the Passion story. It is
left unfinished because
the story isn’t over until
Easter Day.

Congregational
responses are in bold
text.

Responsive Reading
from Psalm 41

Even my close friend, someone I trusted,
one who shared my bread, has turned against me.
But may you have mercy on me,
Lord; raise me up, that I may repay them.
I know that you are pleased with me,
for my enemy does not triumph over me.
Because of my integrity you uphold me
and set me in your presence forever.
Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting. Amen and
Amen.

Reading
Psalm 116: 1, 10 to 19

Collect
God our Father, you have invited us to share in the
supper which your Son gave to his Church to
proclaim his death until he comes. May he nourish
us by his presence, and unite us in his love; who is
alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God now and for ever. Amen.

Reading
Luke 22: 14- 27

Reflection

Intercessions

Father, on this night he was betrayed, your Son
Jesus Christ washed his disciples’ feet. We commit
ourselves to follow his example of love and service.
Lord hear us and humble us.

On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one.
We pray for the unity of your church.
Lord hear us and humble us.

On this night he prayed for those who were to
believe through their message. We pray for the
mission of your church.
Lord hear us and humble us.

On this night he commanded them to love, but
suffered rejection himself. We pray for the rejected
and unloved.
Lord hear us and fill us with your love.

On this night he reminded them that if the world
hated them it hated him first. We pray for those
who are persecuted for their faith
Lord hear us and grant us your peace.

Most merciful Lord,
your love compels us to come in.
Our hands were unclean,
our hearts were unprepared;
we were not fit even to eat
the crumbs from under your table.
But you Lord,
are the God of our salvation,
and share your bread with sinners.
So cleanse and feed us
with the precious body and blood
of your Son, that he may live in us
and we in him; and that we,
with the whole company of Christ,
may sit and eat in your kingdom. Amen.

The Peace

Now in union with Christ Jesus we who were once
far off have been brought near through the shedding
of Christ’s blood; for he is our peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
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The Lord’s Supper

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Almighty God, good Father to us all,
we join with them in heaven’s song:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Response during rest of Eucharistic prayer:

This is his (our) story
This is our song
Hosanna in the highest

At the end of the Eucharistic prayer:

...where all creation worships you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Come to the dais to receive bread and wine.

Prayer after Communion
Loving Father,
we thank you for feeding us
at the supper of your Son.
Sustain us with your Spirit,
that we may serve you here on earth,
until our joy is complete in heaven
and we share the eternal banquet
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Responsive Reading
(rom Psalm 118: 22 - 29

The stone the builders rejected
has become the capstone;
the Lord has done this,
and it is marvellous in our eyes.
This is the day the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
O Lord, save us;
O Lord, grant us success.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.
The Lord is God,
and he has made his light shine upon us.
You are my God, and I will give thanks;
you are my God, and I will exalt you.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his love endures for ever.

Tenebrae Readings

1. “One of you will betray me”
2. “This very night you will all fall away”
3. “Pray that you will not fall into temptation”
4. “Are you still sleeping?”
5. “Have you come out with swords to capture me?”
6. “You will see the Son of Man
sitting at the right hand”

7. “You will disownme three times”
8. “Hail, King of the Jews”

Pause in the darkness for silent prayer
When the central candle is relit,

we leave quietly.


